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ing by a list of words from everyday life, of animals, etc., how close the two 
languages are to one another. He illustrates this relationship by the com- 
parison of certain prayers and psalms of ancient Babylonia and Assyria with 
those of the Old Testament. He next takes up the creation legends and 
gives at length in parallel columns the comparison of the Hebrew and the 
Assyrian creation stories. In the case of each " tablet," equivalent to the Hebrew 
"day," the author brings in illustrative material from other Assyrian litera- 
ture. The third chapter deals with the stories of the serpent and the fall as 
illustrated by Babylonian material. This is the weakest of the author's con- 
tributions. He has paraded the old and long-exploded picture on an ancient 
Babylonian seal as a representation of the fall. This oft-corrected error 
should have been avoided. The beginnings of civilization are then discussed. 
Materials here are not so fresh because the discoveries at Niffer during the 
last year have pushed back the beginnings a thousand years or more. A full 
discussion is given to the deluge story, and the material is again presented in 
parallel columns, a distinction being made between the two Hebrew accounts 
which are united in Genesis. The book closes with a discussion of the grave 
and the future life, containing some useful material for comparison with the 
Old Testament, showing that the Babylonians had a conception of heaven 
fully as bright and hopeful as the Old Testament. The volume is illus- 
trated by some admirable cuts which we do not recall as having been before 
published. The claim is made in the case of many of them that they are 
photographs from the original. On the whole we cannot but commend this 
book, not as being superior to anything which has hitherto appeared on this 
subject, but as worthy of taking a place beside the other literature, such as 

as Lenormant's and Sayce's discussions of this primitive material. 

G. S. G. 



LITERARY NOTES. 

The Old Testament has always furnished themes of practical interest for 
pulpit treatment, but the modern methods of biblical study are making it 
more than ever a book of fresh and living interest. The Gospel in Isaiah 
(Revell) by Charles S. Robinson, D.D., is a series of practical lessons based 
upon an exposition of the sixth chapter of Isaiah, in which are discovered the 
essential elements of the gospel, such as the mission of fear, true conviction 
of sin, the love of God, the atonement, volunteering for service, the discipline 
of failure, and the effect of a rejected message. 

John, a Tale of King Messiah (New York : Dodd, Mead & Co., $1.25) 
is another attempt to popularize the life and times of the Christ. Miss Katha- 
rine Pearson Woods reveals here a pleasing ability to describe with vividness 
and progression, with thought and strength, the scenes and personages of that 
day. She has apparently spent a large amount of time in familiarizing her- 
self with the social and religious customs of the days of the Master. Only an 
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occasional anachronism, or slip in statement, drops in to irritate the specialist, 
for whom, however, the book is not written. Popular readers will find the 
story both interesting and instructive. 

Selected Essays of James Darmesteter (Boston : Houghton, Mifflin 
& Co., $1.50). Professor Jastrow has written an introduction to these 
essays which have been translated from the French by Helen B. Jastrow. 
Darmesteter was an extraordinary scholar, and these chips from his workshop 
are of real value, all of them worthy of translation and republication. His 
memorial of Renan is sympathetic and beautiful. His outline of the history 
of the Jews, while condensed, is masterly. His essay on the prophets of 
Israel is most enlightening. He was, however, a Jew and a radical, and his 
writings reflect these points of view. Read these essays but remember the 
personal equation. 

Bible Illustrations (New York: Henry Frowde, $i) is a series of 
plates, 124 in number, illustrating biblical versions and antiquities. It is 
really an enlargement of the admirable " helps to the study of the Bible" 
found in the Oxford Teacher's Bible. One of the most serviceable sections 
of this useful book is that in which the several plates of manuscripts, antiqui- 
ties, and monuments are described for the reader. This feature gives life 
and reality to these plates, most of which are not worn out, but clear cut and 
new. To the Bible student interested in the ever-increasing light from the 
unearthed cities and mountain-fastness monasteries of the East, this will be 
a fascinating little volume. 

The Law of Sinai (New York : Longmans, Green & Co., $1.25) is a book 
of 194 pages, composed of devotional addresses on "The Ten Command- 
ments," delivered by the author, Principal B. W. Randolph, M.A., to students 
who were preparing for ordination at the Theological College, Ely. The 
treatments make no claim to be scientific or exegetical. They are analytical 
and practical to the highest pitch. They are fresh and crisp, and often flash 
with sparks of wit and wisdom. They reveal some careful study, particularly 
of the New Testament. They can be profitably read even by those of more 
mature years than the students to whom they where spoken. Such books 
reach the marrow of the spiritual life, while many a more scientific discussion 
does not pierce even the cuticle. 

In Sabbath and Sunday, Wm. DeLoss Love (Revell) has published 
with additions a series of papers which appeared some years since, of which 
the thesis is the identity of the Jewish Sabbath with the Christian Lord's Day 
in purpose and divine sanction. The argument is that the Sabbath was a 
universal enactment from creation, incorporated in the Hebrew code, not 
abolished or modified by Christ, undisturbed by the apostles, preserved in 
spite of the change from seventh to first day, which came to be the Christian 
Sabbath, confirmed by the teaching of the early Fathers, and demanded by 
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society as a means of physical and mental rest as well as a moral and spirit- 
ual culture, necessary to society and the state. The book is an admirable 
statement of the Sabbatarian view. Those, however, who perceive the essen- 
tial difference between the Sabbath and the Lord's Day, the totally different 
motive that gave rise to the latter and the futility of Sabbath legislation based 
on the Fourth Commandment, will be compelled to look elsewhere for a satis- 
factory treatment of the theme. 

The Prophets of the Christian Faith (New York : Macmillan Co., $1.25) 
is a galaxy of ten portraits of the giant prophets of the ages. They are por- 
trayed by as many master minds of this day. As the introduction, Dr. Lyman 
Abbott answers the question, "What is a pulpit?" and as the conclusion, 
Dean Farrar likewise tells us what he thinks will answer the question, "Can 
we be prophets?" Now the great men of God delineated for us are 
" Isaiah " by Professor Francis Brown, " Paul " by Dr. George Matheson, 
"Clement of Alexandria" by Dr. Marcus Dods, "St. Augustine" by Profes- 
sor McGiffert, "John Wycliffe" by Dean Freemantle, " Luther " by Prof essor 
Harnack, "John Wesley" by Dean Farrar, "Jonathan Edwards" by Princi- 
pal Fairbairn, "Horace Bushnell" by Dr. Munger, and "F. D. Maurice" by 
Dr. A. V. G. Allen. Within less than 200 pages these ten characters are as 
a rule admirably traced. The outstanding and towering elements of charac 
ter and strength are pointed out in clear, concise language, in a pleasing 
popular style. The word "prophet" is made to bear the strain of considera- 
ble expansion. 
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